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Preface 


What is the place of Tamil in Tamil Nadu schools, colleges and universities in the 
Twenty First Century? We look at it from different angles. My position is that students 
should learn Tamil (including grammar and literature) in all grades at school; as an 
optional subject in colleges in the state. All arts and science colleges in Tamil Nadu must 
offer Tamil as a subject. 


This applies to all schools and colleges in the state, irrespective of whether they are 
administered by state government, Indian central government or private schools, colleges 
and universities. Amend the Indian constitution, if necessary, to enforce state laws on 
education in central government educational institutions. 
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1. 
Tamil in the Twenty First Century: How to Promote Tamil in Tamil 
Nadu Schools and Colleges? 


Thanjai Nalankilli 


[First Published: April 2012; Updated August 2018] 
OUTLINE 


1. The Problem 
2. Root Cause 
3. Solution 


1. The Problem 


It is unfortunate that Tamil Nadu State government has to promote and prompt students 
to learn Tamil at schools and colleges. Why are many parents and students not interested 
in learning Tamil as a subject, and Tamil Nadu government has to pass laws to make 
Tamil a compulsory subject? We do not have to compel anyone to do anything. Find the 
root cause as to why many parents are interested in their children learning English and 
even Hindi but not Tamil. Address the root cause, and students will be happy to study 
Tamil. It has nothing to do with lack of love for mother tongue Tamil or abundance of 
love for English or Hindi. It is simply economic calculations. 


2. Root Cause 


Parents send their children to school and/or college so that they may earn good salaries 
and have a good life. Not everyone is rushing to study medicine because they want to 
heal people. They do so because a medical degree guarantees a good income. More and 
more students go into computers and software education for the same reason. 


Students learn English a language as well as use it as medium of instruction because 
many companies use English for communication, and even much work is done in English 
in Tamil Nadu government offices. Many parents want their children to learn Hindi 
because they think that it increases their children's chances of getting jobs and advance in 
it. In the opinion of this writer, it is not true. Most students would be better off if they 
spend the time in studying software development or science and mathematics. Hindi 
would help in getting a job and advance in it only if you go to work for the Indian 
government, Indian government enterprises like the bank or go to work in a Hindi state. I 
do not think not even | in 10 students go this route. For the remaining 9 in 10, knowledge 
of Hindi is of very little use. 


So, what is the root cause as to why many parents are not particular whether their 
children learn Tamil in school or not? People can get almost any job (except Tamil 
teacher or others directly related to Tamil) without proficiency in Tamil. Change that and 


make knowledge of Tamil a requirement for jobs in Tamil Nadu. Students will study 
Tamil in schools and colleges. 


3. Solution 


Tamil Nadu State government should pass a law that all employees in Tamil Nadu 
(whether working for state government or Indian central government or private 
companies) must have studied Tamil as a subject up to the highest grade they attended, or 
pass a state administered test in Tamil proficiency at that grade level. A one-month crash 
course in Tamil and a simple test at the Fifth Grade level is NOT acceptable. The 
proficiency test must include: 


1) Write essays on the history and culture of Tamil Nadu. 
2) Write a summary of some recent news event. 
3) Summarize a short story (précis writing). 


4) Summarize a simple poem in prose (for example, a Bharatiyar or Bharathi Dasan 
poem). 


5) Write a detailed status report of a hypothetical project he/she may work in the 
prospective job. For example, an IPS officer may be asked to a write a hypothetical 
monthly crime report for his/her region [IPS - Indian Police Service]. 


6) Write an employee evaluation report, For example an IAS officer may be asked to 
write an annual evaluation report for a hypothetical sub-collector [IAS - Indian 
Administrative Services]. 


7) Write a proposal for a project in his/her prospective job. 


Such a written test would assure that the candidate could perform his/her duties in Tamil. 
Current crash courses in Tamil do not achieve this and many senior officers in Tamil 
Nadu, including district collectors, senior police officers and office managers, are unable 
to write a letter or memorandum in Tamil and so send English letters and memoranda to 
superiors and subordinates. They must and should write all letters and reports in Tamil. 


Those who pass the written test should have a face-to-face interview in Tamil to assess 
candidate's oral communication skills. 


Candidates must pass both written and oral tests BEFORE they are appointed to the job 
and get paid. It is not acceptable to give any candidate one year to pass the examinations 
after they are already in the job and getting paid. We do not allow a person to be a 
pharmacist and give him/her one year to pass a pharmacist examination. We may appoint 
him/her as pharmacy assistant at a lower pay if he/she passed the required pharmacy- 
assistant examination (and promote to pharmacist after passing pharmacist examination). 


In the same way if you want to appoint someone to work in a railway ticket counter and 
that position requires Grade 12 education, that candidate must have studied Tamil up to 
Grade 12 or pass a Grade 12 level Tamil examination BEFORE working at the ticket 
counter. 


Tamil Nadu state government can enforce this procedure for state government jobs and, 
may be, for private companies’ jobs. If Indian government offices in Tamil Nadu refuse 
to accept this language requirement, it is time to amend the Indian constitution. By the 
way, Tamil proficiency examinations should be administered by the state government; we 
should not leave it to private companies or Indian central government. 
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2. 
Tamil in Nursery and Primary Schools 


Inia Pandian 


[First Published: December 1998] 


In November 1998, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Muthuvel Karunanidhi announced that 
the government of Tamil Nadu would no longer grant recognition to nursery and primary 
schools that do not teach Tamil as a subject. We applaud the Chief Minister's action. 


In recent years hundreds of nursery and primary schools have sprouted in Tamil Nadu 
that taught everything in English. Tamil was not even taught as a language. A Tamil child 
going to these schools could grow up unable to read or write Tamil. I cannot think of a 
single country that does not teach its own language to its children at the elementary 
school level. We thank Chief Minister Karunanidhi for righting the wrong. 


Some publications and people (even in some Internet Newsgroup postings) loudly 
protested that Tamilnadu government is banning English from schools. That is outright 
false propaganda. All that the new law says is that Tamil should be taught at every 
nursery and primary school. There is absolutely no prohibition on teaching English. 
These anti-Tamil elements, who now FALSELY cry that English is banished from Tamil 
Nadu schools, did not even raise an eyebrow when some of these English-medium 
schools literally banished Tamil from school premises. Some of these schools had rules 
that no student should speak in Tamil (even among themselves) within school premises. 
One school punished a student for speaking in Tamil in the school premises by hanging 
around his neck a board saying "I will not speak in Tamil". 


We thank Chief Minister Karunanidhi for giving Tamil its due place in schools. 
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Abbreviation 
CBSE - Central Board of Secondary Education 


Executive Summary 


Some CBSE schools are not implementing the 2014 Tami Nadu State Government order 
that Tamil must be taught in CBSE schools Class I starting from the school year 2015- 
2016. Author offers a solution and asks the government to stop CBSE schools from 
enrolling Class I students until they agree to teach Tamil. If Hindi is compulsory in CBSE 
schools in Hindi states, then how dare you oppose requiring Tamil at CBSE schools in 
Tamil Nadu? 


Preface 


This article is about the situation in Tamil Nadu CBSE schools in 2015. Lessons learned 
from this experience may be helpful in other states that may want to teach at CBSE 
schools their state languages (Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Kashmiri, 
Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi. Oriya, Telugu, etc.). 


1. Background 


Tamil Nadu State Government enacted the Tamil Nadu Tamil Learning Act in June 2006. 
This Act required schools to teach Tamil language as a compulsory subject in Class I 
starting from 2006. Some schools asked the court to rule the Act illegal but the court held 
the Act legal. (I would like to clarify that the Act only requires that Tamil be taught as a 


subject; schools may teach other subjects in English.) Next year Tamil was compulsory in 
both Class I and II, and so on By the school year of 2015-2016, Tamil would be 
compulsory from Class 1 to 10. CBSE schools that come under the Indian central 
government's Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) were exempted from the 
Act. 


2. Tamil Compulsory in CBSE Schools Too 


Tamil Nadu State School Education Department issued a government order on 
September 18, 2014 making Tamil a compulsory subject in Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) schools also. Central Schools, This order does not apply to Central 
Schools, Modern Schools and Military Schools (Kendriya Vidyalaya, Navodaya 
Vidyalaya and Sainik School) because Indian central government's Central Act of 35 
(2009) lists these schools under the “specified category”, and thus exempt from the state 
government order. 


3. Some CBSE Schools ''Disobey"' the State Government Order 


There are over 500 CBSE schools in Tamil Nadu as of 2015. Tamil newspaper 
Dinamalar (April 16, 2015) reported that some of these schools have not yet hired Tamil 
teachers. Some of these schools claim that they teach Tamil only in Class I, they cannot 
pay the Tamil teachers full salary and so have difficulty hiring Tamil teachers. (We will 
offer a solution to this problem inn the next section.) Some of these schools have advised 
parents to hire private tutors to teach Tamil to their children. Will these schools tell 
parents that they could not teach Hindi or English or mathematics because they could not 
find teachers and so they should get tutors to teach these subjects to their children? 


Dinamalar (April 16, 2015) also reported that Tamil Nadu State education officials are 
not checking up on CBSE schools to see if Tamil is taught. This is unacceptable. 
Education Minister must personally interfere and order the officials to do their duties 
without further delay. Schools that cannot teach Tamil in Class I must not be allowed 
to enroll students in Class I. 


4. Solutions 


We offer here some possible solutions. We do not know that any of these solutions could 
be implemented or not. We just try to be helpful. Ultimately it is the responsibility of the 
schools to teach the required subjects, including Tamil. If they cannot perform this 
function, they should not enroll students in Class I. Will the government allow a CBSE 
school to enroll students if it does not have English, Hindi or science teachers? Treat 
Tamil the same way. Here are some possible temporary solutions. 


1) 
Ask other teachers to teach Tamil in Class I. An English teacher or mathematics teacher 
who knows Tamil can easily teach Class I Tamil. They would not be able to teach Tamil 


at higher grades but Class I Tamil may not be difficult to handle. It is far better than not 
teaching Tamil at all. 


2) 
Hire Tamil teachers who could also teach other subjects for Class I. I went to a school 
where the same teacher taught multiple subjects. 


3) 
Hire retired teachers (not necessarily retired Tamil teachers) in the area as part-time 
teachers. Teaching Class I Tamil is not very difficult. 


These are all temporary arrangements for this school year only. Any school which has 
not arranged to hire Tamil teachers for Class I and II at least 2 months before the start of 
the next school year (2016-2017) must not be allowed to enroll students for Class I and 
Il. Tamil Nadu government should be strict in this matter. It is the responsibility of 
schools to have qualified teachers for all subjects. No school would say that we do not 
have English teachers and parents should hire private tutors to teach English. Why should 
that happen for Tamil? Schools should do whatever it takes to provide quality Tamil 
teaching or stop enrolling students. Tamil Nadu government should enforce its 
government order fully. 


5. What Can Parents Do? 


If schools ask parents to hire private tutors to teach Tamil, bill the schools for the tuition 
fee. Your children have to pass Tamil in the same way as English or science or any other 
required subject. It is the school's responsibility to provide quality education in all 
required subjects. (I do not know if CBSE schools would pay parents for the tuition.) 


6. Tamil Nadu State Government 


I was rather disappointed that Tamil Nadu State education officials have not checked to 
see if CBSE schools have started teaching Tamil (Dinamalar; April 16, 2015). Education 
officials had explained this lack of enforcement is due to the current heavy load of work 
because of the final examinations in state board schools. They had promised to check the 
CBSE schools soon. We hope that they would do so at the very earliest. 


CBSE schools had at least 6 months to hire teachers (The government order was issued in 
September 2014 and it is now April 2015). If these schools can teach English from 
10000 miles away and Hindi from 1000 miles away, they can and should teach Tamil 
from 10 feet away. There should be no exemptions. Schools that cannot teach Tamil 
must not be allowed to enroll students. Will any CBSE school be allowed to operate if it 
says that it cannot teach English or science or mathematics? 


7. A Role for Tamil Organizations 


Local Tamil organizations may play a supportive role by monitoring whether nearby 
CBSE schools have Tamil teachers and if they are providing quality Tamil education. 
They may report it to education officials. CBSE schools have no obligation to talk to 
private organizations. Ultimately it is the responsibility of state education officials to 
assure that CBSE students are learning Tamil at the same level of proficiency as state 
board students. 


If state educations officials are not enforcing the government order fully, Tamil 
organizations may report it to newspapers. They may also bring it to the attention of the 
local MLA (Member of the Legislative Assembly), political parties and the state 
education minister. 


8. Final Words 


Finally we have a state government that has issued a government order that would ensure 
that all students in Tamil Nadu would learn Tamil (except for Central Schools, Modern 
Schools and Military Schools (Kendriya Vidyalaya, Navodaya Vidyalaya and Sainik 
School) that are listed as “specified category” under Indian central government's Central 
Act of 35 (2009)). This is a critical juncture. Let us not allow some CBSE schools to 
circumvent the government order under one excuse or other. If we are not vigilant at this 
critical juncture and implement the government order fully, students will continue to 
graduate from schools not learning Tamil. Stop CBSE schools that do not teach Tamil 
from enrolling Class I students. These schools will find a way to teach Tamil. 


Tamil Nadu State Education Department should enforce the order fully with no 
exemptions. Tamil organizations may monitor the situation and report the matter to 
education officials, newspapers, politicians and ministers to assure that Tamil is taught in 
CBSE schools. 


9. A Final Question 


Can any student graduate from a CBSE school in a Hindi state without learning Hindi 
(irrespective of where the parents are from and whether they intend to live in the Hindi 
state permanently)? The answer is "no", and we fully support teaching Hindi to people 
living in Hindi states. Then how dare you oppose requiring Tamil at CBSE schools in 
Tamil Nadu? 
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Abbreviation 
CBSE - Central Board of Secondary Education 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


Some "minority schools" in Tamil Nadu did not follow the Tamil Language Act of 2006 
that requires all schools under the Tami Nadu State Board to teach Tamil as a subject 
starting from the First Standard in 2006. Those students, now in the Tenth standard, 
would have to take the state board Tamil examination in March 2016. Some of these 
students are saying that they should be exempt from the Tamil examination because their 
schools did not teach them Tamil properly. This article offers a solution fair to these 
students and suggests procedures to assure that students get a quality Tamil education in 
these schools in the future. 


UPDATE: There was an important development after this article was published: Madras 
High Court ruled that state government should exempt over 7,000 Class X students from 
Tamil language examination in the 2015-2016 academic year (The Hindu; January 27, 
2016). We agree with the court decision. Students should not be forced to write 
examinations on subjects they were not taught properly. There are lessons to learn from 
this whole episode. So please read the article to understand the lack of empathy of some 
government officials, lake of implementation of well-meaning laws passed by state 
legislature, and the sorry state of Tamil in Tamil Nadu. 


1. What is a Minority School? 
In the context of this article, "minority schools" refer to schools in Tamil Nadu serving 


students whose mother tongue is not Tamil ("minority schools" is the phrase some 
newspapers used, and we are also using it). There are Telugu schools, Urdu schools, etc. 


in Tamil Nadu where the respective languages (Telugu, Urdu, etc.) are taught. The Tamil 
Language Act of 2006 requires that these students learn Tamil in addition to their mother 
tongues. 


2. Background 


Tamil Nadu state government passed a law in 2006 (Tamil Language Act of 2006) 
requiring that all schools under the state board must teach Tamil as a subject (as a 
language) starting from the First Standard in 2006; first and second standards in 2007; 
first, second and third standards in 2008, and so on. By year 2016 all students up to the 
10th standard would have been taught Tamil as a subject from the first to tenth standards. 
2016 is a significant milestone. Why? 


Yearend examinations are held within the school up to the ninth standard and state-level 
examination is held at the tenth standard. This seems to have instilled fear in students 
attending some minority schools. Requirements of the Tamil Language Act of 2006 apply 
to minority schools also; they must teach Tamil in addition to their mother tongue. This is 
a good move. Those living in a state should know the official language of the state in 
addition to their mother tongue. States were reorganized in the 1950s on the basis of 
language and all these students as well as their parents were born or came to the state 
well after that. They should learn the state language. It is no different from the hundreds 
of thousands of Tamils living in Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra learning the respective 
state languages. But some of the minority schools in Tamil Nadu did not teach Tamil at 
the required level. Since the yearend annual examinations were graded within the school, 
those students not learning Tamil passed from one standard to the next. Now, in 2016, 
these students have to pass state level Tamil examinations. This is going to be a problem 
to these students. So some parents, organization and schools want minority students be 
exempted from Tamil examination (The New Indian Express; November 22, 2015).. 
What should Tamil Nadu government do? Will any student or school be exempted from 
passing mathematics examination because the school did not teach mathematics 
properly? Absolutely not. Then why an exemption for Tamil? 


Should the students suffer because some minority schools did not obey the Tamil 
Language Act of 2006? In my opinion, they should not suffer; they are innocent victims. 
We propose later in this article a fair solution. 


Who is at fault? It is not the students, it is not their parents. It is those minority schools 
that did not teach Tamil and the headmasters and state government education officials 
who allowed it to happen for 10 years. 


These people should be punished so that this type of step-motherly treatment of Tamil 
does not happen in any area (not just in education) in the future. What should be the 
punishment? 


Those schools that did not teach Tamil at the required level should be heavily fined (It 
should hurt them financially). Also, unless they appoint Tamil teachers for all standards 


from 2016, those schools should be fined heavily (at least five times the salaries of the 
needed Tamil teachers). Will we allow a school to operate if it does not teach 
mathematics? Also parents should be notified immediately that their children will fail 
Tamil and will not be able to complete school successfully. 


As for state government education officers, they should have monitored these schools 
since 2006 and corrected the problem years ago. It serves no purpose to enact a law but 
not implement it. They should be given a chance to explain how and why it happened so 
that we can learn from it. Some type of disciplinary action should be taken so that this 
type of ignoring Tamil does not happen anywhere in the state government. Also, a letter 
from the state education minister's office should be sent to all officers that it is their 
responsible to assure that Tamil is taught at the required level in all schools including 
minority schools. If they do not follow this order in future years, they should be demoted 
or annual salary increases and bonuses withheld. There should be no laxity in teaching 
Tamil in schools. 


3. What should we do with the current Tenth Standard students from minority 
schools? 


What should we do with the current Tenth Standard students from minority schools? 
They are expected to take their annual examination around March 2016. Those minority 
schools that did not teach Tamil at the required level should offer their students intense, 
remedial Tamil classes from January to March 2016 per a special curriculum prepared by 
the state education ministry. The state education minister shall set up a three-member 
committee of teachers to prepare that curriculum immediately. All expenses towards this 
shall be paid by the errant schools (this is in addition to the punitive fines discussed in 
Section 1 of this article). 


4. What about minority student from next year (2016-2017)? 


What about minority student from next year (2016-2017)? State government must make 
sure that all schools appoint adequate Tamil teachers to teach at all standards. If there is a 
shortage, pay higher salaries to attract Tamil teachers to these schools. Train new 
teachers if necessary at an expedited manner. No school would leave mathematics teacher 
positions vacant. Why should they be allowed to leave Tamil teacher positions vacant? 


All minority schools must teach Tamil at the state board level for First Standard students 
entering school in 2016. No exceptions. A slightly altered curriculum shall be used in 
Standards II to V so that these students could catch up to the state board level by the time 
they reach Standard VI. These students should be able to take state board examination 
when they reach the Tenth Standard. 


A substantially different curriculum (at a level lower than the state board level) may be 
used for those students entering Standards VI to X in 2016. This approach is fair to all 
students. 


5. A Role for Tamil Organizations 


In Chapter 3, we proposed how Tamil organizations may play a role in assuring Tamil is 
taught at CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education) schools in Tamilnadu. Tamil 
organizations may play the same role in monitoring Tamil teaching at minority schools 
also. So we reproduce a section from Chapter 3 here (with a few minor changes). 


Local Tamil organizations may play a supportive role by monitoring whether nearby 
minority schools have Tamil teachers and if they are providing quality Tamil education. 
They may report it to state education officials. Schools have no obligation to talk to 
private organizations. Ultimately it is the responsibility of state education officials to 
assure that minority school students are learning Tamil at the same level of proficiency as 
other state board students. 


If state educations officials are not enforcing the Tamil Language Act of 2006 fully, 
Tamil organizations may report it to newspapers. They may also bring it to the attention 
of the local MLA (Member of the Legislative Assembly), political parties and the state 
education minister. 


Appendix I: Tamil Language Act of 2006 


We want to point out that Tamil Language Act of 2006 requires that Tamil must be 
taught as a subject (language) and it does not require Tamil as the language of instruction 
for other subjects like history, science, etc. In fact, most minority schools teach those 
subjects in English or some other language. Both the Madres High Court and the Indian 
Supreme Court had rules the act is legal and does not violate the Indian constitution. 


Appendix-II: Situation at CBSE Schools in Tamil Nadu 


Tamil Nadu State School Education Department issued a government order on 
September 18, 2014 making Tamil a compulsory subject in Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) schools also. Tamil newspaper Dinamalar (April 16, 2015) reported 
that some of these schools have not yet hired Tamil teachers. State education officers did 
not do anything to correct the situation as of April 2015. Dinamalar (April 16, 2015) 
reported that Tamil Nadu State education officials are not checking up on CBSE schools 
to see if Tamil is taught. State education ministry should ask officials to check each and 
every CBSE school to see if Tamil teachers have been appointed and Tamil is taught at 
the required level. If it is not done now, we will face the same situation in 2025 with 
CBSE schools that we are facing with minority schools this year. I request Tamil 
organizations to check if CBSE schools are teaching Tamil and publicize it through news 
papers so public will know what is happening. You can read more about the CBSE 
schools situation in Chapter 3. 
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1. The Problem 


I recently had a conversation with a non-Hindi soldier serving in the Indian Army in a 
northern state. He complained that his children are alienated from their mother tongue. 
They have ample opportunity to study Hindi (whether they are posted in Hindi states or 
non-Hindi states) but no opportunity to learn their mother tongue Tamil. I commended 
the soldier for his eagerness for his children to preserve their cultural and language 
identity. I then suggested that there are some websites where his children may learn 
Tamil. 


2. Indian Government's Attitude 


Indian government has a total lack of concern for the cultural/language alienation of the 
children of non-Hindi soldiers serving in the Indian army. Of course the Indian 
government wants to Hindi-fy these children by teaching them Hindi and Hindi only, and 
totally ignoring other languages. This is evident in other Indian government activities too. 
In CBSE schools, which come under the jurisdiction of the Indian government, Hindi is a 
compulsory subject and there is no requirement to teach the state language, and in fact, 
many CBSE schools do not teach the state language be it Bengali, Kannada, Malayalam, 
Marathi, Tamil, Telugu or other (CBSE - Central Board of Secondary Education). 


Indian government should offer language classes as part of the regular curriculum. If 
there are 15 or more students of a certain mother tongue, that language must be taught in 
schools catering to soldiers’ children. Indian government owes it to the soldiers who are 
ready and willing to sacrifice their lives for India. Why should the right to learn their 
mother tongue be denied to their children? Are they children of a lesser language? 
Children of Hindi speaking soldiers are offered Hindi classes in whichever state their 
father or mother serve. 


3. A Solution 


Offering language classes for non-Hindi children is not a difficult task. If the army 
cannot find a language teacher (for example, Malayalam or Telugu or ...) in a northern 
state, they may ask a soldier or spouse of a soldier to teach the language. I know these 
people are not trained as teachers. We have to make adjustments. Indian government 
should pay the education department of each non-Hindi state to develop teaching 
materials for these untrained "teachers" in the form of print materials, books, videos, 
websites and software. This task should be left to the states (paid by the Indian 
government) because state governments are better suited to develop educational materials 
reflecting the culture, heritage and language of the state. Indian government does not 
have the impartiality or skills to develop unbiased class materials, as evidenced by history 
and social studies textbooks used in CBSE schools. 


I want to emphasize that just distributing some videos and software to the children 
(students) is not enough. Language classes should be taught by an adult (a teacher, soldier 
or spouse) with the help of educational tools such as videos, software, etc. This provides 
for interaction between students and with an adult teacher. If videos and websites are 
enough, why is the Indian government offering live classes for Hindi? What is good for 
Hindi children is good for non-Hindi children too. 


If there is will, there is a way. There is no need for children of non-Hindi soldiers to grow 
up alienated from their culture and language. We have presented a simple, inexpensive 
way to teach non-Hindi children their mother tongue wherever their soldier father/mother 
is serving. There may be other methods of achieving the same goal. If there is will, there 
is a way. Does the Indian government want to teach the non-Hindi children their mother 
language or does the Indian government want to "Hindify" them? That is the big 
question. 


4. Action Plan 


Soldiers may not be able to do much on this issue. So the general public like us should 
take up the issue. Tell others about the problem our soldiers are facing. We should write 
our Members of Parliament (MP) and our Chief Minister about this issue and ask them to 
take it up with the Indian government. Our soldiers deserve the best. Children of our 
soldiers deserve the best. They have the right to learn their mother tongue wherever their 
fathers/mothers are serving in the military protecting the country from foreign dangers. 
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1. Introduction 


Many Tamil organizations have been requesting the Tamil Nadu State Government for 
years to make Tamil the medium of instruction in schools. This request was made 
because of the mushrooming of English medium private schools throughout the state. 
These schools not only teach all subjects in English from the first grade (or kindergarten), 
many of them do not teach Tamil even as a subject. Some schools went to the extent of 
prohibiting students from talking in Tamil on school premises even during lunch breaks 
and intermissions. One school punished a student for speaking in Tamil by making him 
wear a board around his neck with the inscription "I will not speak in Tamil". This is such 
high-handed actions by some English medium schools and the fast spreading of English 
medium schools in ever increasing numbers that prompted Tamil organizations to ask the 
State Government of Tamil Nadu to make Tamil the medium of instruction in all schools 
under its jurisdiction. 


It is worth noting that most of these English medium schools are in urban areas and that 
only the rich and the well to do can afford to send their children to these schools because 
of the hefty fee they charge. Some middle class families cut corners in other areas like 
food, clothing and housing to send their children to these schools. Some have even taken 
loans for this purpose. 


2. Judge Mohan Committee 


Chief Minister Karunanidhi, whose love for Tamil is well known, appointed a committee 
under retired Supreme Court Judge S. Mohan to study the question of medium of 
instruction. The committee, after studying the various issues relating to the question, 
recommended that Tamil or the child's mother tongue should be made the medium of 
instruction up to Grade 5 "to retain Tamil pride and to inculcate in students a sense of 
belonging to the motherland." The government also quoted psychologists who said that 
children learn faster and better in their mother tongue. Tamilnadu State Government 
issued an order on January 13, 1999 that all schools under its jurisdiction should have 
Tamil or the mother tongue as the medium of instruction up to Grade 5. This order 
applies to all schools in Tamil Nadu except for the couple of hundred schools affiliated 
with CBSE; they come under the jurisdiction of the Indian Central Government. 


3. The Quebec Experience 


We would like to stray a little from the course of events in Tamil Nadu to a far off land, 
Canada, particularly the Canadian Province of Quebec. We will come back to the events 
in Tamil Nadu in Section 4. 


The Province of Quebec is populated primarily by French speaking Canadians while the 
other Provinces are mostly English speaking Canadians. Many thousands of foreigners 
from all over the world immigrate to Canada every year. Quebec attracts its share of 
immigrants like the other provinces. Most immigrants to Quebec sent their children to 
English medium schools. This went against the Provincial Government's efforts to 
increase the use of French in all spheres of life in the Province. So the Provincial 
Government ordered that everyone whose mother tongue is not English should send their 
children to French medium schools. This ordinance has been in effect for several years 
and is working well. Tamil Nadu Government's order is not much different. 


4. Opposition to Education in the Mother Tongue 


As soon as the Tamil Nadu Government Order on Tamil or mother tongue as medium of 
instruction was issued, owners of English medium schools and many of its teachers came 
out against it. These people have a vested interest in providing English medium education 
to children from rich and well to do families. Owners of the schools make a lot of money 
from the hefty tuition fees they charge. Teachers in these schools usually get a higher 
salary than their counterparts in government schools (Tamil medium) because the owners 
can afford to pay higher salaries. 


They went on a publicity campaign, giving interviews to newspapers and magazines, on 
the drawbacks of learning in one's mother tongue instead of in English and the injustice 
of asking First Grade students to learn in their mother tongue instead of in English. They 
asked Chief Minister Karunanidhi to withdraw the order. He refused. 


A teacher in one of these schools told a reporter that they would launch an anti-Tamil 
agitation if the government order was not withdrawn. An anti-Tamil agitation in Tamil 
Nadu? 


5. Court Case against Education in Mother Tongue 


An organization representing some of the English medium schools filed a petition asking 
the court to invalidate the government order on medium of instruction. The judge ruled 
against the petition. So the organization filed an appeal with the High Court. Verdict is 
pending. 


6. Enact New Laws if necessary 


If the High Court were to invalidate the Government Order on medium of instruction on 
some legal grounds, Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly should pass a suitable law to 
ensure that the Government Order meets legal scrutiny. The ruling party, DMK, has the 
necessary majority in the legislative assembly. 


If it were necessary to enact a suitable law at the Indian Central Government level, then 
again, DMK is a key partner in the ruling coalition. Moreover the Tamil Nadu wing of 
the principal partner of the coalition, the BJP, has publicly supported Tamil Nadu State 
Government's order on medium of instruction. So there should be no problem in enacting 
a suitable law at the central government level, if necessary. 


7. Place of English in Schools 
All schools in Tamil Nadu teach English as a subject. That must continue. If necessary, 
strengthen the English curriculum increase the hours. What we oppose is teaching all the 


subjects in English instead of in Tamil or in the child's mother tongue. 
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1. Karunanidhi's Announcement 


On June 27, 2010, at the closing ceremony of the First World Classical Tamil Conference 
in Coimbatore (Kovai), Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Muthuvel Karunanidhi made a major 
announcement. The significance of this significant announcement might have been lost 
on most of the conference visitors and the general public, amongst the gala and glitter of 
the conference. In the opinion of this writer, this announcement and its implementation 
would have more long term implications to the future of Tamil language than anything 
else that happened at the conference or, for that matter, anything else Karunanidhi had 
done during his tenures as chief minister of Tamilnadu State. But for this announcement 
and its implementation, Tamil might have become a "useless language", ignored and 
neglected by people even in Tamil Nadu. 


What is this major announcement that Chief Minister Karunanidhi made at the closing 
ceremony of the First World Classical Tamil Conference? He announced that the state 
government would bring forth a law giving preference to Tamil-medium students in state 
government jobs. If anyone thought that the chief minister had made the announcement in 
the exuberance of the festivities of the conference and there would be no follow up 
action, that was not to be. In less than two weeks after the announcement, on July 9, 
2010, the first appointment under the new scheme was made. 


2. Karunanidhi Ordinance and its Significance 


On the second week of September 2010, Tamil Nadu State Government promulgated an 
ordinance reserving 20% of all state government jobs to those who studied in Tamil 
medium. This reservation applies to direct state government jobs as well as to jobs at 
local authorities, corporations and companies owned or controlled by the state 
government. Persons who have studied in Tamil medium could also compete with others 
for vacancies over and above the 20% reservation. 


In the opinion of this writer, this "Karunanidhi ordinance" provides at least a partial 
measure of protection against Tamil becoming a useless language within Tamilnadu 
itself. What was the status of Tamil in Tamil Nadu before the ordinance? More and more 
parents were enrolling their children in English-medium classes. More and more parents 
were asking their children to study Hindi and get certificates from organizations like 
Hindi Prachar Sabha. Studying Tamil was neglected and, if one could get through schools 
without studying Tamil, many opted for it. Why were more and more parents 
concentrating on English, and even Hindi, and neglecting Tamil? Parents were thinking 
of the future of their children. That is what parents do; they do everything possible for 
their children to have good jobs and a better future. English and Hindi gave those 
opportunities and Tamil did not. 


English is widely used within Tamil Nadu at businesses, universities and state 
government offices with only a limited use of Tamil. Proficiency in Tamil is seldom a 
requirement for working in these places, especially for white-collar jobs. As for Indian 
government offices within Tamil Nadu, all work is done in English and Hindi. No need 
for Tamil at all. In short, the situation in Tamil Nadu was that a formal knowledge of 
Tamil is not a necessity in Tamil Nadu. So more and more parents sent their children to 
English medium schools, asked them to learn Hindi and simply ignored their mother 
tongue Tamil. It has nothing to do with disrespect for Tamil or love for English and 
Hindi. It has all to do with jobs, jobs, jobs. 


Only way to attract students to Tamil medium education in schools or colleges is to offer 
them job opportunities. Chief Minister Karunanidhi tackled the problem right at the root. 
He had created job opportunities for Tamil medium students through the 20% reservation 
order. By this single act, the chief minister had assured that there would be a steady 
stream of Tamil medium students in schools and colleges. 


Tamil lovers were worried in recent years that as more and more students opt for English 
medium education and abandon Tamil medium education, more and more work would be 
done in both private and government sector offices in English, and Tamil would become 
an useless language in Tamil Nadu itself. Such a situation exists in countries like South 
Africa and Mauritius where sizable Tamil Nadu origin people live. Because they are a 
small minority, naturally, Tamil has very little use in government and businesses. So 
Tamil is essentially a forgotten language to a great extent. The same situation of Tamil 
becoming a forgotten language, a useless language, was developing in Tamil Nadu itself. 
Chief Minister Karunanidhi's timely and effective action had turned the tide. We thank 
Chief Minister Karunanidhi and offer him the title "Protector of Tamil Language" 
(Mozhi Kaavalar). 


3. More to Do 


There is more to do in order to consolidate the protection that the new "Karunanidhi 
ordinance" offers. We list them below. 


1. Make high school level or college level knowledge of Tamil a requirement for all 
Tamil Nadu government jobs depending on whether the job requires a high school 
certificate or a college degree. This does not mean one has to study in Tamil medium; it 
means that one needs to study Tamil as a subject in school or college or pass a 
comparable Tamil language examination. 


2. Although Tamil was declared the official language of Tamil Nadu decades ago, it is 
not implemented in many offices. Set a timetable for implementing fully. In addition, 
English may still be used for communication with multi-national companies in Tamil 
Nadu. Language shall not become a deterrent to attract foreign investments in Tamilnadu. 


3. Eliminate the requirement of Hindi knowledge for Indian government jobs within 
Tamil Nadu and make knowledge of Tamil a requirement. All communications in Indian 
government offices within Tamil Nadu shall be in Tamil. We know that this is beyond the 
power of state government and require Indian government action. Tamil Nadu political 
leaders should make it a requirement for alliance with All-India parties like the Congress 
Party and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 


In conclusion, we again thank Chief Minister Karunanidhi for what he had done and offer 
him the title "Protector of Tamil Language" (Mozhi Kaavalar)! 
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1. Introduction 


When cornered about Hindi imposition and the unjust nature of imposing their language 
on others, Hindi politicians who control and dominate the Indian government would 
resort to saying that they want all languages (in the "Indian Union") to develop and take 
their place replacing English. The truth of the matter is that Hindi people and politicians 
want Hindi, only Hindi, to replace English in all spheres of life, from government 
administration to private business, from education to entertainment. They do not want 
other languages to develop at all. Hindi politicians want the other languages to stagnate 
so Hindi can fill the vacuum as they slowly but surely remove English from 
governmental affairs. Hindi people and politicians do not want one's mother tongue to 
replace English but want their mother tongue Hindi to replace English, thus giving Hindi 
people enormous advantages and benefits. 


Indian government spends hundreds of millions of Rupees every year to develop Hindi in 
such areas as computerization, developing technical terminology, writing science, 
technical, medical, law and business books, etc. We would have no qualms if the money 
for Hindi development comes from Hindi taxpayers (from Hindi states) but they spend 
non-Hindi speakers' money also to develop their mother tongue. While spending several 
hundred million Rupees annually on Hindi development, they dole out very little for the 
development of other languages. For example, Tamil Nadu pays over 10% of Indian 
government taxes but when it comes to language development our share is far smaller 
(the share is disproportionately huge for Hindi). It proves that Hindi politicians do not 
want every language to develop into modern languages in this technological era but want 
Hindi, and ONLY Hindi, to develop into the twenty-first century as a modern language 
capable of handling science and technology. 


Not only does the Indian government spend the lion's share on Hindi development and a 
pittance on other languages, when a state tries to develop its language using its own state 
funds, Hindi politicians who dominate the Indian government block the development, 
thus preventing other languages from taking their due place in the next century. Here is 
an example. 


2. Engineering Education in Tamil 


Many students in Tamil Nadu find it difficult to study engineering with English as 
medium of instruction. It would be easier to study the basic concepts and procedures at 
the undergraduate level in Tamil. (Experience in technologically advanced nations like 
Germany, France, Russia, Japan and China where engineering education is in one's 
mother tongue proves the point.) With this in mind, the state government of Tamil Nadu 
developed a curriculum and books for undergraduate engineering education in Tamil. 
Many highly qualified engineers and professors participated in this effort over several 
years; many of them volunteered their time, for the love of Tamil. 


An expert panel reviewed the curriculum, books and availability of lecturers and 
professors, and certified that a student studying engineering in Tamil in one of the 
approved colleges and passing the examinations would be as good an engineer as one 
studying in English. Arrangements were made to offer engineering undergraduate courses 
in Tamil in a few selected colleges. Announcements were made that students may apply 
to study in either English medium or Tamil medium. It was totally optional; no one was 
forced to study in Tamil. Only those who want to study in Tamil would be admitted to the 
Tamil-medium courses. Hundreds of students applied for the English medium and 
hundreds applied for the Tamil medium. (The Tamil medium students would have to take 
some English courses and prove their proficiency in English.) All was set to go. Then 
something happened on the way to Tamil medium engineering education in Tamil Nadu 
... Indian government blocked it. 


3. Indian Roadblock 


All new engineering programs need approval from the All India Council for Technical 
Education (AICTE) created by the Indian government. It refused to approve the Tamil 
medium engineering program in 1997 and approval is still pending (as of July 2002). 
There is nothing Tamil Nadu can do about it. 


What was the reason for disapproval? Is it that the curriculum does not meet the 
requirements for an engineering degree? No. AICTE did not say that, because the 
curriculum was meticulously developed by a committee of well-qualified engineers and 
professors to meet the standards set forth for English medium engineering programs. 
Then, what is wrong with the Tamil-medium program? Is it that these students will lack 
sufficient knowledge of English to understand reports and documents prepared in 
English? No. That was not the reason given either because the Tamil-medium program 


requires that the students pass English examinations to demonstrate adequate proficiency 
in English. Then why did the AICTE disapprove the program? 


AICTE says that it wants to wait until other states also develop engineering programs in 
their mother languages. Why should Tamil Nadu wait until similar programs are 
developed in other languages? Indian government, dominated by Hindi politicians, uses 
Hindi everywhere (examples given in Section 5). Are they waiting until they use other 
languages also? Then why this step motherly treatment for Tamil? 


4. Irrationality of the AICTE Decision 


AICTE's reasoning for disapproving Tamil-medium engineering program in Tamil Nadu 
does not make sense. Some years ago some Karnataka universities started offering 
engineering degrees in electronic communications, before other states had such offerings. 
AICTE did not delay approval of that program until other states also did the same. Many 
years ago Tamil Nadu was one of the first states to offer degree in mining engineering. 
No one stopped it until other states also started mining engineering programs. So why 
block Tamil-medium engineering education because other states do not have such a 
program, in spite of the fact that the program meets all requirement for an engineering 
degree. 


Since AICTE's reasoning does not hold water, only conclusion we can reach is that 
Indian government does not want Tamil or other languages (except Hindi) to develop into 
modern languages suitable for science and technology. 


5. Compare Hindi Development and Tamil Development 


Indian government refuses to allow Tamil-medium engineering education in Tamil Nadu 
because it wants to wait until other states also develop such programs. Is the Indian 
government doing the same when it comes to Hindi use? 


A few decades ago the Indian government introduced Hindi in the telegraph department. 
Using Hindi and non-Hindi speaking peoples' taxes, Hindi telegrams were made possible 
not only in Hindi states but in every telegraph office in every state, even in places where 
no one understood Hindi. It took more than a couple of decades until other languages 
were also introduced. Even now we can send telegrams in Tamil from only some offices 
in Tamil Nadu while Hindi telegrams can be sent from any office. Did the Indian 
government say, "We will delay the introduction of Hindi until everyone is able to send 
telegrams in the mother tongue?" No. Then why abort Tamil-medium engineering 
education in Tamil Nadu because other languages have no such programs? Is it not step- 
motherly treatment of the worst kind? 


If a Member of Parliament (MP) speaks in English, it is automatically translated into 
Hindi for the benefit of Hindi MPs. Did the Indian government say, "We will wait until 
we have facilities to translate into all languages"? No. Then why is Tamil held back until 


other languages also develop engineering programs? Is it not to block Tamil from 
developing into a technical and scientific language in the twenty-first century? 


We can give many more examples. But I will give just one more from the engineering 
field. 


What is more technically advanced than the field of nuclear physics and nuclear 
engineering? A friend who works in the Atomic Research Center told me of a 
memorandum from the Center Director. He asks every employee to do as much work as 
possible in Hindi, including taking notes at meetings, writing comments on margins of 
reports, etc. He also announces rewards for those who excel in the use of Hindi, with 
special rewards for those whose mother tongue is not Hindi. 


Another Indian government department that is heavy in engineering and science is the 
Oil and Gas Commission (OGC). Here also every employee is asked to do as much work 
as possible in Hindi and there are rewards for those who do so. In fact the ministry 
responsible for the Oil and Gas Commission has a senior officer and several junior 
officers with the sole responsibility of overseeing that Hindi is used more and more in 
lieu of English. 


Thus the Indian government is thrusting Hindi everywhere, including highly scientific 
and technical fields like nuclear energy and oil and gas exploration, even on unwilling 
non-Hindi employees, using Hindi and non-Hindi peoples' taxes. But when Tamil Nadu 
introduces Tamil-medium engineering education, using state government taxes, Indian 
government stomps it on the head so that Tamil won't emerge as a modern language 
suitable for engineering and science. 


6. A Three-Pronged Strategy for Hindi Supremacy 


Hindi politicians who dominate the Indian government have a three-prong strategy for 
Hindi supremacy (and thus supremacy Hindi people). (1) Remove English usage in 
government and business saying that it is a national shame to use the foreign English. (2) 
Pour Hindi and non-Hindi peoples' taxes into Hindi development while starving other 
languages for development funds. (3) If a state uses its own state taxes to develop its 
language to replace English in the state, block it using central government (Indian 
government) powers. (Years from now the Indian Government will allow Tamil-medium 
engineering education in Tamil Nadu, after Hindi has developed (in technical subjects) 
substantially over and above other languages in India. By then we will have to start from 
scratch, train new professors and lecturers to teach in Tamil, and update and write new 
technical books. Tamil would lose years of development because of Indian Government 
delay.) 


This three-prong strategy has the effect of Hindi replacing English everywhere and thus 
making Hindi supreme. This elevates Hindi people to some type of first class citizens, 
and pushes down others to some type of second-tier citizens. 


What are we going to do? 
UPDATE (added August 2010) 


We predicted in Section 6 of the article, "Years from now the Indian Government will 
allow Tamil-medium engineering education in Tamil Nadu, after Hindi has developed (in 
technical subjects) substantially over and above other languages in India". Finally, after 
well over a decade, it has happened. Tamil Nadu State Higher Education Minister K. 
Ponmudy announced in February 2010 that 11 colleges would offer Tamil medium of 
instructions in civil and mechanical engineering from the next academic year. Students 
may opt for Tamil or English medium. Even students studying in the English medium 
may write their examinations in Tamil if they so choose. Because of the obstructionism 
of AICTE, Tamil Nadu had to wait 13 years to introduce Tamil medium in engineering 
colleges. 


We thank Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi and Higher Education Minister K. Ponmudy 
for their continued efforts in getting Tamil its due place in engineering education. 
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1. Introduction 


I am an engineer. I had my engineering education at a Tamil Nadu engineering college 
couple of decades ago. I learned engineering through English medium because there was 
no Tamil medium option available at that time. I had longed for the day when Tamil 
students would have the option to study engineering in Tamil, in the same way French, 
German, Japanese and Chinese students study engineering in their own mother tongue. 


I saw the dawn of Tamil entering the technological field when Tami Nadu State Higher 
Education Minister K. Ponmudi announced earlier this year (2010) that Tamil medium 
civil and mechanical engineering courses would be available from this year in four Anna 
Universities and their eleven constituent colleges. As I was reading this news sitting in 
front of my laptop computer, I clapped my hands and silently thanked Chief Minister 
Muthuvel Karunanidhi for his relentless decade long efforts to finally get Tamil as a 
medium of engineering education. My congratulations and gratitude go also to Minister 
Ponmudi and all the officials who worked with him to accomplish this significant 
milestone in Tamil development into the twenty first century. This shows the world that 
Tamil is not only a living classical language but is also a language of the present and 
future that is capable of expressing complex ideas in science and technology. 


My upbeat attitude and euphoria was somewhat marred when I learned last month 
(August 2010) that Tamil engineering books would contain at least some English 
technical terms. In other words Tamil engineering books would use a "mixture Tamil" 
(kalappu Tamil) instead of pure Tamil. This puts a dark cloud over the rising sun of 
"scientific Tamil". Although it was stated that only some well-known English technical 
terms would be used, I know that once a opening is given, large numbers of English 
words would be used in Tamil-medium engineering education. Let us not open that door 
even a little. Read Tamil newspapers, watch Tamil television shows, watch Tamil 
movies; we see the amount of English words used. Just a few years ago it seemed that 
every other Tamil movie title was in English. Finally Chief Minister Karunanidhi had to 
step in to put a stop to it. He had to give crores of Rupees in tax concessions to encourage 
producers to name their movies in Tamil. (1 crore = 10 million) 


Let us not allow that situation to develop in engineering textbooks. We are entering a 
new era in Tamil development. Let us start it clean. Let us make a clean start. Let us 
make sure that equivalent Tamil words are used in engineering books one-hundred 
percent. 


I know that all those engaged in this monumental project of introducing Tamil into the 
engineering field are well meaning Tamil lovers. Some of them might have thought that it 
is too much for engineering students to learn both Tamil and English technical terms. I 
understand their concern. I am proposing in this article some practical ways that would 
satisfy their concerns while at the same time protect the purity of our mother tongue. 


2. Why English Technical Terms Should not be Mixed with Tamil? 


Tamil is a naturally developed language. It is not derived from other languages. A 1999 
article "Anglicization of Internet Tamil" states, "Tholkappiam, written more than 2000 
years ago, says, "all words are based on their meaning" ("ella chollum porul 
kuriththanavae"). It means that every Tamil word is formed on the basis of its meaning. 
Let us keep this rich tradition and enrich our language by coining new Tamil words for 
the technological innovations of the coming century and the coming millennium!" 


By mixing English words with Tamil, whether in movies or engineering books, we are 
degrading Tamil. Whenever something new enters our society, we should coin new Tamil 
words based on their meaning. Vaanoli (radio), tholai pesi (telephone) and nadai pesi 
(mobile phone) are some new terms that entered Tamil within the last few decades. We 
should bring in new words for use in engineering books also. Some of the concepts may 
be much more complex and difficult but Tamil has the capability to produce new words. 
It may not be easy to coin new words in engineering but it can be done and it should be 
done. 


If we take the easy route or the lazy route and allow the use of English words in 
engineering books, enemies of Tamil would pounce on it and say that Tamil language 
cannot handle modern technological subjects and it is good only for household use and 
for reading old classic literature. Let us not allow that to happen. 


Having discussed why it is important not to mix English words with Tamil in engineering 
books, here are some suggestions. 


3. Some Practical Suggestions 


3.1 

It is of utmost importance that Tamil medium engineering students know English 
technical terms. Otherwise they would not be able to read engineering books, papers and 
reports in English. So whenever Tamil technical terms are used in engineering books, the 
corresponding English terms in Roman script should be included in parenthesis. Then 
students would be constantly exposed to English terms and mentally absorb them. 


a2 

If educators think that it is too much of a burden for students to learn both Tamil and 
English technical terms, I suggest that students be allowed to use either Tamil or English 
words in examination papers. Those who use English terms must write them in Roman 
script so that Tamil language is not corrupted as such. They would thus stand out as 
English words and not masquerade as Tamil words. 


Even those students who opt to use English technical terms in their examination papers 
would be exposed to both English and Tamil terms when they were reading Tamil 
engineering books. 


3 

All technical terms (no exceptions) in engineering books should be in Tamil, with the 
English terms in Roman script printed next in parenthesis. One may wonder why use 
Tamil technical terms in textbooks if students are allowed to use English terms in 
examination papers. Reasons are four-fold. 


ero | 

As stated in Section 3.2, even those students who opt to use English technical terms in 
their examination papers would be exposed to the equivalent Tamil terms when they were 
reading Tamil engineering books. 


33:2 

We are preserving the age-old tradition of coining new Tamil words as new things enter 
our society (see Section 2 for details). Tamil would continue to be a primary classical 
language that does not borrow words from other languages but coins new words as 
necessary. 


3.35 
Enemies of Tamil could not say that Tamil is suitable only for household use and reading 
classical literature but is not a modern language suitable for the technological era. 


3.3.4 

Properly coined new words would actually make it easier for students to understand and 
remember engineering concepts. Here is an example from the medical field. Tamil word 
for cancer is "puttu noi". The very term puttu noi describes what cancer is and how a 
cancerous cell looks like. This information is not readily available from the English word 
cancer. Following Chief Minister Karunanidhi's tax concessions to movie industry to 
encourage Tamil movie titles, a movie originally titled "Robot" changed the title to 
"Enthiran". The very word enthiran says that it refers to a machine (enthiram) that has 
human characteristics (the last syllable "an" refers to a man or human in general). 


3.4 
Tamil medium engineering courses are starting in a few months and students need the 
textbooks. There may not be enough time to coin all the necessary Tamil technical terms. 


We would have to take some temporary measures. Let us use whatever Tamil terms we 
have (along with the English terms in parentheses) in the first edition of the textbooks. 
English terms may be used for the others in this first edition. But PLEASE print the 
English words in English script (Roman script) so that they would stand out as English 
terms and not masquerade as Tamil. Also, include a preface or note that it is the intent of 
the Tamil Nadu State Government to use all Tamil technical terms in Tamil texts and a 
new edition would be available in two years. Then make a concerted effort to coin all 
necessary technical terms within a year or two and use them (with English terms in 
parentheses) in the next edition which should be available within two years. 


If the textbooks have already been printed, then print an addendum with all available 
Tamil technical terms and a clear note that new textbooks with all Tamil technical terms 
would be available in two years. Such an addendum is important thus committing the 
universities to using all technical terms in Tamil. 


5 

A committee comprising of engineering professional and a few Tamil scholars may be 
assigned the task of creating Tamil technical terms. Input from students and the 
engineering community may also be sought. When Microsoft was developing its 
Windows operating system in Tamil, it created a website, listed a number of English 
commands and requested the public to suggest Tamil words. It then chose from among 
those words. Although the number and complexity of Tamil words needed for 
engineering books is substantial, a similar public input may supplement the committee's 
work. 
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2.4 Statistical Methods to Identify Discrimination 

2.5 Deny Government Contracts to those who Discriminate 


3. The Good News: Highest Salary Offer to Tamil Medium Engineering Student 
1. Introduction 


We were elated and applauded in 2010 when many engineering colleges in Tamil Nadu 
introduced Tamil as an optional medium of education for civil and mechanical 
engineering undergraduate studies. Now hundreds of Tamil medium civil and mechanical 
engineers are about to enter the job market. We are hearing a mixture of good news and 
bad news. First the bad news: it is reported that some engineering companies in Tamil 
Nadu are discriminating against Tamil medium engineers in hiring (Tamil Murasu, 
December 27, 2013; The Hindu - Tamil edition, February 5, 2014). The full employment 
situation is not clear yet because engineering students have not yet graduated and the 
hiring season has just started. The good news is that, as of now, the highest salary offer is 
to a Tamil medium mechanical engineering student (The Hindu - Tamil edition, February 
5, 2014); this is a clear indication that qualified students are in demand irrespective of 
their medium of instruction. We do not want to jump into hasty conclusions but we would 
like to discuss the situation and offer some constructive suggestions. 


2. The Bad News: Reports of Discrimination Against Tamil Medium Students by 
Some Companies 


2.1 Discrimination in Job Interviews 


The first batch of Tamil medium engineering students would graduate later this year. 
Most job offers would come later this year. So the employment situation is not clear yet. 


However we do hear some disturbing news about campus interviews. Both Tamil Murasu 
(December 27, 2013) and The Hindu (Tamil Edition; February 5, 2014) reported 
complaints from some Tamil medium students that some private companies coming to 
colleges to conduct job interviews are ignoring Tamil medium students. There is no 
Statistic available yet. So we will wait. If data show that such discrimination does exist, 
we urge the Tamilnadu state government to take effective action. 


All we are asking is that companies should not discriminate against Tamil medium 
engineers; we are not asking private companies for any favoritism to Tamil medium 
students. Give them a fair chance. Their engineering knowledge should be the deciding 
factor in hiring and not their medium of education. 


2.2 Japanese, French and German Engineers are not Educated through English. Are They 
Inferior? 


Are those companies that allegedly discriminate against Tamil medium engineers 
implying that Tamil medium students are less knowledgeable and less capable than 
English medium students? That is nonsense. Engineers in Japan, France and Germany, 
for example, are educated in their mother tongues. No one questions their competence or 
job performance compared to engineers from English medium countries. 


2.3 English Communication Skills does not Need English Medium Education 


We do understand that certain level of communication skills in English is necessary in 
India. Engineering companies operating in Tamil Nadu have the right to expect certain 
level of proficiency in English. The required level of proficiency should be 
commensurate with job requirements. Engineers who have to deal with foreign or out-of- 
state clients do need a higher level of English proficiency than those working on projects 
within Tamil Nadu. By the way, engineers working on projects within Tamil Nadu 
should have proficiency in Tamil irrespective of whether they studied engineering in 
Tamil or English. 


I suggest that representatives of engineering colleges meet with representatives of 
engineering companies in Tamil Nadu and discuss the level of English proficiency 
required of Tamil medium engineers. Then engineering colleges develop a suitable 
English curriculum and examinations in consultation with engineering companies. Only 
engineering students who pass the English examination shall receive Bachelor of 
Engineering (B.E.) degree. 


Once this is done, there should be no discrimination against Tamil medium engineers in 
companies working on projects within Tamil Nadu. 


2.4 Statistical Methods to Identify Discrimination 


Non-compliant engineering companies should not think that they could pretend to 
interview Tamil medium students and then ignore Tamil medium students in hiring. 


There are statistical methods to verify discrimination. If the ratio of Tamil medium 
engineers hired to the total number of engineers hired is substantially less than the ratio 
of Tamil medium engineers applying for jobs at the company to the total number of 
engineers applying for jobs at the company, then there is sufficient reason to believe that 
the company is discriminating against Tamil medium engineers. If the former ratio is 
0.09 (9%) and the latter is 0.10 (10%), the difference is not significant enough to accuse 
discrimination. If, on the other hand, the former ratio is, say, 0.06 (6%) and the latter is 
0.10 (10%), then there is sufficient reason to believe discrimination. Now it is up to the 
company to explain why lesser percentage of Tamil medium students was hired. For 
example, the company can show data that among those who applied for jobs in the 
company, Tamil medium students had lower grades in engineering subjects than English 
medium students. 


2.5 Deny Government Contracts to those who Discriminate 


If a company is found to be discriminating against Tamil medium engineers, Tamil Nadu 
State government should stop buying products from them and stop giving them design, 
construction or maintenance contracts. These methods of statistical analysis and punitive 
measures have been and are used in the United States of America to end or reduce 
discrimination of minorities and women in employment. Tamil Nadu State government 
should enact the necessary laws, if necessary. Companies that have fair hiring policies 
have nothing to fear from such laws. 


We urge Tamil medium engineers and their family and friends to approach their 
Members of Legislative Assembly (MLA) and state government with positive 
suggestions in this regard. 


3. The Good News: Highest Salary Offer to Tamil Medium Engineering Student 


The good news is that, as of now, the highest salary offer this year is to a Tamil medium 
mechanical engineering student Ms. S. Shanmugapriya (The Hindu - Tamil edition, 
February 5, 2014). The major multinational company, Mahindra & Mahindra, has offered 
her a salary of 5.6 lakhs Rupees (10 lakhs = 1 million). Mahindra and Mahindra employs 
180,000 people in over 100 countries. Its engineering products include automotive, 
aerospace, defense and energy equipment and components. Mahindra & Mahindra 
products are sold not only in India but also around the world, including United States of 
America (USA), Latin America, Canada, European Union (EU), Southeast Asia and 
Africa. 


We are pleased that such a company has seen quality in engineering students irrespective 
of their medium of education. That is all we ask from engineering companies. Do not 
discriminate Tamil medium engineers but give them the same chance as English medium 
engineers. Make your hiring decisions on the basis of a student's engineering skills, not 
on the basis of the language of instruction. 


We do hope that most companies will do so because it is in their interest to hire best 
available engineers. If statistical methods show that some companies are discriminating 
against Tamil medium engineers, Tamil Nadu government should deny those companies 
state government business in purchases and design/construction contracts (as discussed in 
Section 2.5). 
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11. 
"My Son does not Speak Tamil" 


T. Krishnamurthy 


[First Published: November 2005] 


Abbreviation 
PUC - Pre-University Class 


English medium schools are mushrooming all over urban centers of Tamil Nadu and 
parents think that sending their sons and daughters to these schools is the passport to a 
better future. This type of "English is better, Tamil is useless" attitude started many years 
ago and slowly increased to the current level. Here is an incident that illustrates my point. 


I completed my Pre-University Class (PUC) in the early 1960s. At that time you 
complete the 11-th Grade at high school, study one year of PUC at college, then go for 
three more years of college to get a degree. There are some core subjects and some 
selective subjects you can study at the PUC level. English was a compulsory subject. You 
learn one more language -- Tamil or some Indian language or some European language 
like French. You also studied a few subjects selected from a menu consisting of 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, botany, zoology, history, economics, psychology, 
advanced Tamil, advanced English, etc. Because of my interest in Tamil literature, I 
chose advanced Tamil as one of the selective (optional) subjects. 


[had written my final examinations and was waiting for the results. One day my father 
and I were walking in the street. One of my father's old friends whom he had not seen for 
a few years was also on the street that day and he came to talk to my father. He asked 
what I was doing. My father told him that I had written my PUC examinations and was 
waiting for results. He said that his son had also written his PUC examinations and 
waiting for results. He asked me what subjects I took in PUC. I told him. As soon as I 
said "Advanced Tamil", with some type of smirk in his face, he turned to my father and 
said, "Oh, my son took Advanced English." Then he went on to say that only a few 
students study Advanced English because it was a difficult subject but it was worth it. He 
said proudly that they even teach Shakespeare. Then he turned to me and asked in a 
rather derisive tone, "Lots of students may be studying Advanced Tamil?" I replied that 
not many do. Then he again turned to my father and said among other things that his son 
now reads only English newspapers; his son speaks with his college friends only in 
English and he has difficulty talking in Tamil with his mother and others when he comes 
home for vacations. 


I could not take it any more. I asked him 'politely', "So, is your son planning to move to 
England and live there!" He got my ‘point’, said curtly, "No". Then he immediately said 
"bye" to us and left. 


Both his son and I did pass our PUC examinations. I went on to study science, earned a 
doctoral degree and now teach at a college. I teach in English because that is the medium 
of instruction at the college. Last I heard that his son completed his Bachelor degree but 
could not get a seat for Master degree. He is working in an administrative position at a 
Tamil Nadu State Government office. I am not writing this to gloat that I have done well; 
I am writing to show that studying English does not necessarily make one's future better 
and brighter. Neither am I saying that studying Advanced English in PUC was wrong or 
studying Advanced Tamil was something great. I studied Advanced Tamil because of my 
interest in Tamil literature. If that man's son studied Advanced English because he 
wanted study Shakespeare or something else, fine. But don't look down on those who 
study Tamil. They are not in any way intellectually inferior or less intelligent. 


Did his choice of Advanced English help him in his current job with Tamil Nadu State 
Government? I doubt it. If he enjoyed studying those Shakespeare plays and other 
English literature, that was reward in itself. Did my choice of Advanced Tamil help me in 
my current job as a chemistry professor? No. But I sure enjoyed my Advanced Tamil 
classes and even now I read Tamil literature just for the pleasure of it. Would it have 
helped me in my current job had I chosen Advanced English as an optional subject in 
PUC. No, it would not have. I did study English as a language in PUC and later during 
my undergraduate years. That knowledge was more than sufficient to study for my 
doctorate degree and now in my job. 


My suggestion. Learn English. It is necessary in today's world. But don't ignore Tamil. 
Study that too. In my opinion Tamil should be the medium of instruction in schools. 
English should be taught as a subject so that one can read and understand English books 
in any subject, be it arts, social sciences, physical sciences or computer technology. 
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